
 

Measure type description for HELCOM Marine Mammals effectiveness of measures survey 
Updated 2.2022 

In the third column, “Examples of included measures”, examples of both concrete existing measures and hypothetical measures are included. Existing 

measures are preceded by their scale of implementation, i.e. “Global:”, “EU”, “HELCOM:”, or individual countries e.g. “PL:”. Hypothetical measures lack this 

additional text.  

Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 

Porpoise bycatch Gear switching ASCOBANS: Reduce fishing effort with gillnets or other gear known to cause porpoise bycatch 
in areas with higher harbour porpoise density or occurrence, and/ or in areas with higher risk 
of harbour porpoise bycatch, according to spatio-temporal risk assessments 
CBD: Phasing out fishing practices and gear which cause serious adverse impacts to the 
seafloor or to non-target species. Promoting fishing practices that take account of the impact 
of fisheries on marine ecosystems and non-targeted species. 

Porpoise bycatch Changes to fishing operations (e.g., 
"move on" requirements, 
alternative net deployment 
procedures, ban wet storage, etc.) 

Changes to fishing practices which do not substantially alter deployed gears 

Porpoise bycatch Fishing gear modifications ASCOBANS: modifications of fishing gear and fishing practices in order to reduce by-catches... 
Implement the use of fishing gear that is commercially viable with no harbour porpoise 
bycatch. 

Porpoise bycatch Time-area-gear fishing closures 
targeted to reduce porpoise 
bycatch 

ASCOBANS: Reduce fishing effort with gillnets or other gear known to cause porpoise bycatch 
in areas with higher harbour porpoise density or occurrence, and/ or in areas with higher risk 
of harbour porpoise bycatch, according to spatio-temporal risk assessments 

Porpoise bycatch Time-area-gear fishing closures for 
reasons other than reducing 
porpoise bycatch 

Fishing closures in fish spawning areas to increase fish biomass 

Porpoise bycatch Ensure compliance with existing 
regulations 

Boost monitoring and enforcement of existing regulations 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 

Porpoise bycatch Acoustic deterrent devices 
(pingers)  

EU: Use of acoustic deterrent devices: …it shall be prohibited for vessels of 12 m or over in 
overall length to use the fishing gear defined in Annex I in the areas, for the periods, and as 
from the dates indicated therein without the simultaneous use of active acoustic deterrent 
devices.  
ASCOBANS: Agreement between the Parties to implement immediately the controlled use of 
pingers in gillnet fishery associated with bycatch irrespective of vessel size or type.  
ASCOBANS:  Continue or implement the use of acoustic deterrent devices (“pingers”) and 
acoustic alerting devices proven to be successful when and where deemed appropriate. 

Porpoise bycatch Bycatch quotas/caps/TACs Closure of fishing season for whole fleet or specific vessels after bycatch limit is reached 

Porpoise bycatch Promotion of sustainable fisheries Expansion of sustainable fisheries labelling 

Porpoise bycatch National management plans for 
harbour porpoise 

ASCOBANS: Development of national management plans for high priority Special Areas of 
Conservation (hpSACs).  
HELCOM: develop and implement National Management Plans which will be the main 
management instruments to ensure that the favourable conservation status of the species is 
attained or maintained. 

Porpoise bycatch New Marine Protected Areas with 
implemented management plans 
restricting fishing activity 

HELCOM: Establishment of marine protected areas for harbour porpoises within the 
framework of the Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BSPAs).  
ASCOBANS: Expand the network of protected areas for harbour porpoises, improve its 
connectivity... 

Porpoise bycatch Strengthen fishing regulations in 
existing marine protected areas 

PL: Setting limits for the use of certain fishing gears in the spatial development plan of marine 
areas and the testing and use of alternative fishing gear and equipment designed to reduce 
the incidental catch of protected species 

Intentional killing of 
seals 

Changes in licencing practices 
 

Changes to national licencing of seal hunting or fishing gear protection kills 

Intentional killing of 
seals 

Measures against illegal killing of 
seals 

HELCOM: Take effective measures for all populations in order to prevent illegal killing 

Seal bycatch Gear switching CBD: Phasing out fishing practices and gear which cause serious adverse impacts to the 
seafloor or to non-target species. Promoting fishing practices that take account of the impact 
of fisheries on marine ecosystems and non-targeted species. 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 

Seal bycatch Changes to fishing operations (e.g., 
"move on" requirements, 
alternative net deployment 
procedures, ban wet storage, etc.) 

Changes to fishing practices which do not substantially alter deployed gears 

Seal bycatch Fishing gear modifications Promote and implement low impact fishing gears to reduce incidental bycatch to a minimum 
level/zero 

Seal bycatch Time-area-gear fishing closures 
targeted to reduce seal bycatch 

Seasonal closure of gillnet fisheries near known moulting sites 

Seal bycatch Time-area-gear fishing closures for 
reasons other than reducing seal 
bycatch 

Fishing closures in fish spawning areas to increase fish biomass 

Seal bycatch Ensure compliance with existing 
regulations 

Boost monitoring and enforcement of existing regulations 

Seal bycatch Bycatch quotas/caps/TACs Closure of fishing season for whole fleet or specific vessels after bycatch limit is reached 

Seal bycatch Promotion of sustainable fisheries Expansion of sustainable fisheries labelling 

Seal bycatch National management plans for 
seals 

HELCOM: develop and implement National Management Plans which will be the main 
management instruments to ensure that the favourable conservation status of the species is 
attained or maintained. 

Seal bycatch New Marine Protected Areas with 
implemented management plans 
restricting fishing activity 

New MPAs with fishing restrictions, not necessarily targeted toward seal bycatch reduction 

Seal bycatch Strengthen fishing regulations in 
existing marine protected areas 

PL: Setting limits for the use of certain fishing gears in the spatial development plan of marine 
areas and the testing and use of alternative fishing gear and equipment designed to reduce 
the incidental catch of protected species 

Seal disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Public awareness measures Full implementation of the EU Maritime Spatial Planning Framework Directive 

Seal disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Marine protected area with 
specific protections for seal 
disturbance 

HELCOM: Review whether new coastal and marine areas justify being selected as HELCOM 
MPAs, and to designate new sites as HELCOM MPAs where ecologically meaningful 
SWEDEN: Establish new marine protected areas with an adequate geographical scope, and 
including appropriate management measures in order for the new areas to help reaching GES 
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Pressure Measure type Examples of included measures 

Seal disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Marine protected area without 
specific protections for seal 
disturbance 

HELCOM: Review whether new coastal and marine areas justify being selected as HELCOM 
MPAs, and to designate new sites as HELCOM MPAs where ecologically meaningful 
SWEDEN: Establish new marine protected areas with an adequate geographical scope, and 
including appropriate management measures in order for the new areas to help reaching GES 

Seal disturbance or 
displacement by 
human presence 

Full implementation of the EU 
Maritime Spatial Planning 
Framework Directive 

EU: Member states shall establish and implement marine spatial planning…taking into 
account environmental aspects 

 


